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SECTION  1 

(C)  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities* 
a.  Personnel 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  LNTERVaLS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
DOD  DIR  5200.10 

Fo<^  or  ft  £ 

6>60|”3l  ' 


Copy,  A  of 
Page, _ „  of_ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DO  3  O  S  O 


5  s :  .  f  * 

M  ,  m.  *  * 

«•  »  o  ►, 


_Copies 

_Pages 

\ 


1. . 


i 


M 


L 


1  August  1966 

SUBJECT  1  Operational  Report  for  'quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  I966 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (u) 

(1)  Gonerali  Normal  SI  Activities  have  been  oonducted 
since  the  last  Operational  Report.  As  regards  replacement  programming 
it  should  be  pointed  out  that  by  63  days  prior  to  DEROS,  all  officers, 
SGM,  all  but  one  (l)  E-8,  and  three  (3)  E-7's  replacements  had  been 
named.  In  the  grades  of  E-5  and  E-6  about  10$  have  been  named. 

(2)  Strength! 

(k)  Authorized  and  assigned  strength  for  the  period 


ending  July  I9661 

battery 

AUTHORIZED 

OFF  WO  EM 

OFF 

ASSIGNED 

WO 

EM 

m 

15 

1 

127 

18* 

1 

139 

A 

5 

0 

104 

4 

0 

113 

B 

5 

0 

104 

6 

0 

117 

C 

5 

0 

104 

6 

0 

112 

SVC 

_ 2_ 

.-22_ 

JL 

-4-  . 

-81. 

TOTAL 

32 

4 

518 

36 

5 

565 

*  Includes  one  additional  pilot  authorized  by  the  23d  Arty  Gp. 

(b)  Gains  during  the  period  includedj 
OFF  WO  EM 

12  1  103 

(o)  Losses  during  the  period  includedi 
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JML  VO 
BIS  3  0 

KfA.  0  0 

DIED  OF  WOUNDS  0  0 

Win  0  0 

KESSETC  IN  ACTION  0  0 

NON- •BATTLE  DEATHS  0  0 

NON-BATTLE  CASUALTIES  1  0 


EM 


32 


1 

9 

0 

0 


ft 

./ 


(3)  Morale i  The  morale  of  the  command  is  excellent, 

(4)  R  &  R  Program*  The  following  cut  of  country  R  &  R's 
have  been  used  by  this  battalion* 


LOCATION 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

Bangkok 

12 

6 

12 

Hong  Kong 

6 

6 

4 

Kuala  lempur 

0 

0 

3 

Ifenila 

2 

0 

2 

Penang 

0 

0 

1 

Singapore 

0 

4 

3 

Taipei 

4 

8 

9 

Tokyo 

7 

8 

31 

32 

43 

(5)  Decorations  and  Awards* 

(a)  One  Legion  of  Merit  has  been  awarded* 

(b)  Six  Brcnzo  Star  Medal 3  have  been  awarded. 
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(c)  Eleven  jJLr  Kodals  have  been  awarded, 

(a)  Ter.  Purple  Hearts  have  been  awarded. 

(o)  Fifteen  Bronze  Star  Medals  are  ponding, 

(f)  Eleven  Air  Medals  aro  ponding. 

(g)  Twenty  Amy  Commendation  Medals  are  pending, 

(6)  Mail?  The  Battalion  Kail  Clerk  picks  up  mail  at  APO 

9^353  and  sorts  it  by  battery*  Mail  for  Headquarters,  "C",  and  Service 
Batteries  is  then  pinked  up  by  the  respective  Kail  Clerka,  Mail  for 
Battery  ."A"  (Xuan  Doc)  is  returned  to  aP&  96/5?  and  delivered  through 


postal  channels  to  the  battery  at  APO  96257,  Mail  for  Battery  "B" 

(Lai  Kho)  is  returned  to  APO  96353  and  delivered  through  postal  channels 
to  Unit  #3,  APO  96345  where  the  unit  picks  it  up, 

(7)  Religious  Services*  Batteries  "A:l  and'"B"  attend  services 
with  units  in  their  areas.  Headquarters,  ,:C",  and  Service  Batteries 
attend  regularly  scheduled  services  in  the  Battalion  CP  Area  conducted 
by  chaplains'  from  the’  25th  Infantry  Division.  In  addition,  a-  23d 


Artillery  Group  Chaplain  visits  oach  battery  weekly. 

(8)  Medical ?  5  personnel  have  been  evacuated  cut  of 
country  (Three  wore  non-battle  casualties). 

(9)  Discipline,  Lav;,  and  Order:  Judicial  and  non-judicial 

aotion.3  by  batteries  included:  _  „ 

GENERAL 

BATTERY  ARTICLE  15  SUMMARY  COURT  SPECIAL  GCll.RT  COURT 


HQ 


7 

2 


0 

0 


0 

0 


(4) 


C0^hOFMT!a]~ 


£/  of  7  > 


0 


CONfiCErlTIAL 

1  August  1966 

SUBJBCTi  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1966, 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (u) 

«  (rH'NUk/.Ti 

BATTERY  ARTICLE  15  SUMMARY  COURT  SPECIAL  COURT  COURT 


B 


21 


0  19  0 

SVC .  _ 7_  __0 

56  0 


(10)  Safety!  Reoordable  accidents  by  batteries  were  as 


follOWSI 

BA.TTERY 

VEHICLE 

PERSONNEL 

HQ 

r 

1 

5 

A 

0 

2 

B 

0 

1 

C 

0 

0 

SVC 


(ll)  Education!  Personnel  are  using  USAFI  and  Army 


Extension  Courses*  Participation  by  batteries  was  as  follows) 


BATTERY 

HQ 

A 

B 

n 

•# 

SVC 

rn-.i 


L. 


t  » 


TOTAL 

r~ 


PARTICIPANTS 

5 

0 

2 

1 

0 

8 


^  ° 4  4  •  » i  j  AL 
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SUBJECT 1 


^iDENI'lAL 


Operation 0.  Kttcrt  fir  .51-rtcr 
Reports  G-tv't!  cyubev.  uoK'--  ; c. 

( :  2)  riZ  Areas  i 

*%%  and  jJiafcrMa-W 


1  Aug uet  1965 
_,,r  rarxod  Ending  31  July  .‘CoGt 
.7) 


because  of  '.ho  location  of 


the  bastard  os,  th&  tia.i  U-  rove  Bioil  and  diatri'nrcion  from  thv  Battalion 
to  ►he  hattorleG  and  vies  verse  is  exoessive,  The  non-dependability  of 
organic  and  other  aircraft  coheduleo  la:  also  been  a  contributing  i'aotpv- 
(b)  iiovement  of  Replaces® ntsi  Tho  movement  of  replace¬ 
ments  between  units  is  difficult  and  oft  i._  adults  in  personnel  not 
Vi;:,„rur  moved  as  promptly  v.s  they  should.  Tne  '  ’dii-.: 

*»t# 

fa\s  boon  most  cooperative,  however  the  replacements* going  to  La-;  «iu'  c_ 
Xuan  l- cv.  ha/*-  pc.rf  .  •j-s-’uC, 

h#  Intelligence 


(' )  Administration 

’’ • ;  luring  the  reporting  period,  this  section  has 
encountered  no  major  obstacles#  An  intelligence  situation  map  is  m^ir. 
tnij.nl  chn  .  sec  a.v.  «n_  A  )  )e ■  :•  ’  u  :.>•  0  '•  .•*>\i*sd 

ourrent.  Intelligence  Reviews,  INSUMS,  Bulletins  and  PiRIHTREPS .  In 
addition  battalion  observers,  pilots  and  Liaison  Officers  ere  debriefed 
for  intelligence  information  upon  the  completion  of  e*.t  h  mission* 

(b)  An  inspection  of  tho  Intel?  igonce  Lection  v-as 
oonduoted  by  2Jd  Artillery  Group  on  7  June  1966.  A  complete  invert  cry 
of  the  classified  material  was  completed  along  with  a  chcok  of  the 
section's  filing  system,  logging  and  other  security  measures#  No  dis¬ 
crepancies  wore  found  and  the  section  rocoived  a  rating  of  excellent. 

(2)  Aerial  Surveillance  1  Tho  battalion  continues  to 
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operate  with  one  H-13  and  two  01 D  aircraft*  On  10  July  1966,  the  two 

01 D  aircraft  wore  taken  from  thoir  operational  buso  at  Luc  Hoa  (Eq, 

25th  ARVN  Biv)  and  brought  to  Cu  Chi  after  25th  (CS)  Infantry  Division*  s 

Fixed  Wing  Strip  was  opened*  Daily  visual  reconnaissance  flights 

continue  with  a  goal  of  six  hours  of  observation  per  day*  Daily  visual 

roparts  are  submitted  to  23d  Artillery  Group  covering  significant 

sightings  and  fire  missions.  Total  hours  of  visual  reconnaissance  flown 

during  the  reporting  period 1 


TYPE  AIRCRAFT 

MAY 

jure 

JULY 

/. 

10 

15 

0  (down  for  repair 
parts  entire  month) 

.  01D  (925) 

52 

55 

35  .  ■ 

*  01 D  (963) 

.  40 

35 

37 

(3)  Survcyt  Survey  requirements  during  tho  reporting  period 
wero  limited;  howovor,  position  area  and  directional  survey  was  efltab- 

1 

lished  in  tho  Xuan  Loc  position  prior  to  Battery  "A's'*  occupations 

(4)  Problem  Areas; 

(a)  Tho  lack  of  timely  intelligence  information 
means  few  opportunities  arise  for  artillery  units  to  engage  lucrative 
targets. 

(b)  Target  acquisition  in  tho  jungle  environment  fer 
heavy  artillery  still  remains  a  major  problem. 

c.  Training  and  Organization 

(l)  Generali  Training  emphasis  was  placed  primarily  on 
subjects  for  replacements;  hawever, .  refresher  training  was  conducted  .for 
all  personnel*  - 

;  *  ,  .  rJ  n  M 

w  ^v-/  i  «  i  1  Lv  (Z).  i  S  l  t  / Page  ~7  of  2  r/  Pages 
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Many  common  subjects  were  discussed  but  perimeter  defense,  convoy 
security,  motor  maintenance,  new  series  radios  and  fire  direction 
training  rocoived  the  groatost  emphasis.  These  subjects  were  emphasized 
because  of  the  number  of  operations  participated  in  by  the  battalion, 
frequency  and  duration  of  tho  operations  and  the  distances  travelled  to 
reach  tho  operational  areas <> 

(2)  To  insure  an  adequate  training  program  within  the 
battalion,  a  program  of  required  subjects,  totalling  40  hours  of  instruc¬ 
tion  will  bo  given  to  all  personnel  on  a  quarterly,  basis  utruo- 
t.'.cn  will  cover  a  diversity  of  subjects  and  will  be  in  addition  to  tho 
common  subjects  being  conducted  at  tho  present  tine,, 

(3)  Maintenance  and  upkeep  of  generators  was  noted  as  a 
problem  in  previous  Commander's  Reports.  To  minimize  operators  con¬ 
tributing  to  these  problems,  14  personnel  from  the  battalion  attended  a 
Generator  Operator's  Course  at  725th  Maintenance  Battalion,  25th  Infantry 
Division  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  1966.  The  25th  Infantry 
Division  has  expanded  the  list  of  schools  available  and  quotas  have 

been  requested  on  FM  Radio  Security  Equipment,  Small  Arms  Inspection, 
it'.litaiy  Justice,  Mess  Management,  Explosives  and  Demolitions  and  Motor 
ikintenance. 

d.  Operations: 

(l )  The  position  of  the  battalion  at  the  beginning  o£  the 
reporting  period  was  as  follows: 


{  '  •  !"  j  t  r-  Ml  i  1  1 

!  '•  !  1...  i  i  »  t .  b 5 — 


(0) 
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BACT3RY 

HQ 

A 

B 

0 

SVC 


LOCATION 


Cu  Chi  (XT<$44i40) 

Bear  Cat  (YS145984)  (2  M107's) 

Iai  Khe  (XT758J71)  (4-MI 07' s) 

Cu  Chi  (XT645147)  (4-MIIO'e) 

Tan  Son  Nhut  (XFI797964) 

(2)  On  1  May  1966  an  aleri  order  was  received  to  prepare 
for  attachment  of  ''A‘!.3at.tery,  ,6th  Batt  .lion,  2?th  artillery  (8")  on  4 
May  and  on  6  May  attaoh  t;v*t  battery  pl\  v  "a':  and  ’C"  Batteries  Sth  '-r.V- 
talier.  •  6th  Art i Her:/  vicinity  of  Ta;  Ninh  ( vJ2S5l )  for  Operation 

BIRMINGHAM  t  Our  Battery  dosed  into’  >\  Chi  ;  Ir’.y  from  Bear  Cat  without 
incident.  A  thorough  reoonnaissanco  was  accomplished  by  the  Battalion 
Commrnder  with  the  Pattery  Commanders  On  4  and  5  May  and  on  6  May  the 
convoy  departed.  The  wheeled  vehiclos  under  the  oontroi  of  the  Battalion 
Executive  Officer  was  air  oovered  by  S-3  (01 D)  along  route  1  and  22  to 
Tay  Ninh.  Tho  tracked  vehicles,  under  the  control  of  "A"  Battery’',’  t>jm- 
tandcr/  was  dir  covered  b£  the  Datt/Oiun  Con’r'vnder  (E  -1 3)  d  oy  Route  1  to  'fle 
Dau  Ha  (XTJ86251),  north  to  Boa  Don  (XT43<H53)  and  west  into  Tay  Hinh. 
Attachment  was  effected  06l6j0hrs  May.  During  tho  operation  the  two 

1 

8"  batteries  oocupied  positions  at  XT288654,  XT34057Q»  XT385429»  -CC475465 
and  XT370422.  The  main  problem  area  was  soft  ground.  The  MIlO’^s  stuck 
,  to  an  exoessive  depth  during  H  &  I  firing  (after  each  5  rounds).  Five 
ton  trucks  invariably  were  mired  once  they  left  the  main  roads.  It 
wr~  decided  to  move  ammunition  with  APCs  and  ammunition  trailers  ‘ 

v^v>»Nii  .u-Li  i  i  InL 

(9) 
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during  future  operations  in  similiar  terrain.  The  175nm  battery 
occupied  positions  at  XT335575,  XT1 67530  ard  XT370422o  At  the  second 
positionf  175no  gun  tubes  had  to  be  changed  after  reaching  the  then 
current  restriction  of  400  total  rounds.  In  curving  to  the  second 
position!  it  was  proven  that  the  12  ton  bridge  in  Tay  Ninh  City  would 
hold  the  hi 07  (32  tons).  From  the  position  at  XT370422,  the  batteries 
were  to  bo  ^escorted  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Cu  Chi  under  the  control  of 
the  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery.  The  two  batteries  of  the  battalion 
were  air  covered  by  the  Battalion  Commander  (K-13)  from  the  time  c £ 
their  departure  from  Tay  hinh.  Release  from  attachment  was  requested 
and  granted  at  l6l600hrs  Iiay  66  and  the  batteries  closed  into  base  camp 
at  l630hrs  without  incident.  Although  a  command  element  from  this 
battalion  for  the  three  heavy  batteries  was  strongly  urged,  it  was  not 
accepted  by  1st  Infantry  Division  artillery.  This  required  the  span  of 
control  for  8th  Battalion,  Cth  Artillery  of  7  firing  batteries.  Regard¬ 
less  of  the  lack  of  acceptance  of  the  com  land  element,  all  three  attach¬ 
ed  batteries  were  visited  daily  with  spare  parts,  mail,  distribution  and 
occasionally  ice  cream  and  extra  sundry  packets.  In  all  duo  respect  to 
the  Cora  anding  Officer,  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  it  is  this 
c omuan dcr 1 6'  opinion  that  the  operation  weu-d'  have  been  run  more 

efficiently  and  smoothly  had  a  command  element  been  provided  for  the 
batteries. 

Total  missions  and  rounds  fired  -luring  the  operation,  were  as  fol¬ 
lows*  H  &  I  missions-  n\ne  hundred  and  thirty  two  (952),  rogistrations- 
sovon  (7),  anti-personnel  missions  -  one  hundred  and  tlu.ee  (IO3),  anti¬ 
installation  missions  -  six  (6),  and  preparatory  missions  -  eight  (Q). 
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SUBJECT  1  Operational  Roport  for  tyiarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1966, 
Roport  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 

Battery  "A"  expended  ono"  thousand  and  thirty  six  (l  ,036)  1 75ma  -rounds,. and 
Battery  M.CM  one  thousand  four  huadrod  and  thirty  eight  (1,438)  8"  rounds. 

(2)  On  26  Kay  1966,  one  M107  plus  4  APC's  and  security  forces 
from  Battery  "4,*'  displaced  south  'of  Cu  Chi  XT604111  for  a  ono  day_ 

"Turkey  Shoot".  This  addod  range  to  the  south  provided  an  opportunity 
for  battalion  pilots  and  observers  to  adjust  on  targets  olose  to  the 
Cambodian  Border  that  oould  not  be  attacked  by  air  because  of  border 
restrictions.  During  the  day,  74  rounds  wore  expended.  The  operation 
was  planned  to  use  four  h107*s  and  two  FDC's;  however,  a  lack  of  repair 
parts  allowed  only  one  Ml 07  to  participate.  Although  the  operation  was 
perfeotly  planned  and  executed,  it  oould  have  been  more  profitable  with 
more  weapons.  Surveillance  reports  rendered  by  aerial  observers  indi¬ 
cated  the  following  damage  1  three  (3)  structures  destroyed  and  thirty 
ono  (31)  structures  damaged. 

(3)  Due  to  crowded  conditions  in  the  Saigon  area,  the  Service 
Battery  was  required  to  move  from  Tan  Son  Nhut  <»ir  Base  (XS7979M)  by 
15  June  1966.  L  position  area  in  Cu  Chi  was  selected  mid  the  battery 
started  a  phased  movement  on  1  Juno  and  closed  on  5  June,  The  Personnel 
Section  moved  to  Long  Binh  (YTO45075)  with  the  23d  Artillery  Group  Roar 
in  the  combined  Personnel  Section,  .although  the  proximity  of  the  Ser-' 
vioe  Battery  to  Battalion  Headquarters  haa  advantages,  tho  undersigned 
feels  that  the  proximity  of  the  Service  Battery  to  supplies  in  the 
Saigon  area  far  outwei^io  ihose  advantages. 
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(4)  On  13  Juno  1966,  an  8"  platoon  from  "C"  Battery  was  attached 
to  1st  Battalion,  8th  artillery  and  moved  to  an  artillery  base  at  Bao 
Trad  (XT529044)  in  support  of  25th  Infantry  Division  Operations  SLRTL 
PE  and  FRESNO.  Tno  heavy  artillery  was  used  mostly  in  support  of  tho 
25th  ivRVN  Division  during  theso  operations.  On  23  June  1966,  ono  h107 
was  added  to  tho  artillery  base  to  destroy  VC  taraets  far  to  tho  south 
and  along  the  Cambodian  Border,  Tho  battery  closed  back  ir.to.ba30  camp 
at  2017OOhrs  June  1966.  u.  total  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  fivo  (655) 

8"  and  seventy  five  (75)  175™  rounds  had  beon  expended  in  support  of 
tho  operations. 

(5)  During  the  latter  part  of  iv\y  66,  the  battalion  was  alerted 
to  tho  possibility  of  sending  a  composite  battery  to  Xuan  Lee  (YT466O9O). 
By  Juno  1966  tho  position  for  the  battery  had  not  beon  prepared  by 
.uRVN  Engineers  as  per  agreement  between  higher  headquarters  (i.e.  gun 
pads  and  berms  wore  not  complete).  Thus  tho  battery  was  held  up  on  its 
move.  By  22  Juno  however  the  173d  airborne  Brigade  was  planning  Opera¬ 
tion  YORKTOWN  south  of  Xuan  Loc  wherein  heavy  artillery  support  was  do- 
sired.  Hence  Battery  "u"  (2  III 07 's  and  2  lil  10's)  departed  on  22  June 
1966  and  closed  near  Bion  Hoa  (YT061119)  that  evening  les3  tracks,  at 
approximately  230100hrs  the  tracks  that  had  held  up  at  Tan  bon  Nhut  APB 
moved  and  closed  with  tho  battery  and  at  230700hxs  June  tho  battery 
moved  to  Xuui  Loc  (YT465095),  bocurity  was  provided  by  the  173d  ..ir- 
borne  3rigade;  however,  tho  Battalion  Commander,  an  a  H-13,  covered  the 
entire  closuro  into  position.  The  movo  was  executed  without  incident. 

•  ■  f '  :  ■  '  r  *  ■  -  1  a  1 
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Sinco  tho  gun  pads  woro  not  prepared,  tho  pieces  wore  positioned  olso- 

whoro  within  tho  battery  position;  thoroby  allowing  uRVli  Enginoors 

space  to  continue  thi3  work.  Tho  pads  had  not  "been  'completed  as  of  this 

report  and  Enginoer  asoistanco  from  18th  Engineer  Brigade  (US)  continues 

in  tho  area. 

On  5  July  1966,  tho  battory  rocoivod  a  nission  of  General  Support 
roinforcing  a  battory  of  7th  Battalion,  11th  artillery  which  was  attached 

•  t 

to  1st  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  that  was  supporting  on  operation 
in  tho  Xuan  Loc  area.  It  nust  be  pointed  out  at  this  tine  battalion 
liaison  officers  wero  required  at  10th  and  25th  Division  Ho-'vdquaf+’-ors, 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  and  1st  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division,  duo  TO&E 
authorizes  one  Liaison  Officer. 

(6)  On  19  July  1966,  tho  battalion  was  alerted  to  send  tho 
Metoorologionl  Section  to  Nui  Dat  (YS427668)  on  22  July  1966.  Tho  purpose 
of  the  displacement  was  to  participate  in  a  II  Field  Forco  Vietnam  Artil¬ 
lery  Meteorological  Survey  being  conductod  within  tho  III  ARVN  CTA.  Tho 
study  will  be  completed  on  or  about  4  i-ugu3t  1966  and  tho  section  should 
roturn  to  baso  camp  on  5  august  1966. 

(7) '  At  approximately  26l845hrs  July  tho  battalion  base  canp  cane 
under  nortor  attack.  Sovoral  rounds,  later  identified  as  75RR  and  82Mi, 
fell  into  tho  aroa;  however,  thoro  woro  no  injurios  or  uaterial  damage, 
at  27051 5hrs  July  1966,  tte  baso  camp  again  camo  under  nortar  attack. 
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Material  damage  was  minor  however  six  casualties  wore  sustained  of 

which  two  were  serious. 

(8)  Total  number  of  missions  and  rounds  expended  during  this 
reporting  periods 

a.  The  following  missions  wore  fired:  Eighty  one  (81 )  will 
adjust,  fifteen  (15)  destruction,  sixty  (60)  registrations,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  (120)  special,  two  hundred  and  seven  (20?)  anti-personnel, 
seventeen  (17)  anti-installation,  throe  (3)  TOf's,  twonty  one  (21) 
preparatory  fires,  two  (2)  SPAR,  four  (4)  anti-equipment,  one  (l) 
calibration  and  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  five  (5,455)  K  &  I 
missions. 

b.  Total  rounds  fired  during  this  period  included  Battery 
"A"  three  thousand  and  eighty  seven  (3,087)  175™  rounds  and  one 
thousand  and  eighteen  (l  ,018)  8"  howitzer  rounds;  Battery  "3",  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  seven  (2,847)  175™  rounds;  and  Battery 
"C",  five  hundred  and  twonty  throe  (523)  175™  rounds  and  four  thousand 
and  ninety  eight  (4»098)  8"  howitzer  rounds.  For  the  battalion,  .six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  seven  (6,457)  175™  rounds  and  five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  (5,116)  8"  howitzer  rounds.  On  }0  Juno 
tho  Commanding  Officer,  23d  artillery  Group  fired  the  25,OOOth  round  of 
heavy  artillery  fired  by  this  battalion  in  Vietnam, 

(9)  The  position  of  the  battalion  at  tho  end  of  the  reporting 
period  was  as  follows: 
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Roport8  Control  Symbol  CSFGR-65  (U) 

BATTERY  LOCATION 

HCi  Cu  Chi  (XT644146) 

A  Xuan  Loo  (YT465O85)  (2-H107'e  and 

2-KIIO's) 

B  Lai  Khe  (XT758371 )  (4-MI  07 *s) 

C  Cu  Chi  (XT645147)  (2-h107,s  and 

2-MI 10's) 

SVC  Cu  Chi  (XT64OI46) 

(lO)  Problem  Areas t  Shared  artillery  frequencies  continue  to  bo 
a  major  problem.  In  July  tho  Battalion  Ccmiaand  Hot  wan  nharnd  with  Air- 

1 

craft  Control  for  tho  1st  Infantry  Divisionl 
f.  Adminiatration/Logistic3 
(l)  Transportation* 

a.  Utilization  of  Roads*  Resupply  by  road  increased 
during  tho  roporting  period,  ammunition  resupply  convoys  to  Battery  EB^s" 
location,  Lai  Kho,  were  conducted  monthly.  Arrangements  to  place  vohiclos 
in  these  convoys  woro  coordinated  with  23d  Artillery  Group  and  Transpor¬ 
tation  Office,  1st  Infantry  Division,  .additional  vehicles  arc  requested 
from  23d  nrtillory  Group  and  if  they  cannot  moot  the  requirement,  tho 
roquost  is  sent  to  1st  Logistical  Command.  Resupply  convoys  to  Battery 
"JL"  aro  riin  in  .conjunction  yith  major  units  stationed  in s the  Xuan  Loc  area, 
b.  Utilization  of  Rail*  Rail  transportation  was  used  by 
this  battalion  for  tho  first  time  since  arriving  in  country.  Bulk 
quantities  of  Class  III  supplies  woro  delivered  to  tho  "a"  Eattory 
position  (Xuan  Loc}  and  arrangements  are  boing  mado  for  the  continuance 
of  ihi3  moans  of  transport. 
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(c)  Utilization  of  Aircrafts  **ir  resupply  of  Class  I 
supplios  to  Battery  "A"  was  established  on  a  fixed  schedule.  Ration 
requests  aro  submitted  to  Ration  Breakdown,  1st  Logistical  Command  and 
that  headquarters  insures  delivery  of  Class  I  supplios  to  Battery  "A"  on  a 
2-2-3  cycle.  Organic  aircraft  wore  used  during  the  period  to  transport 
small  "priority"  items  to  the  firing  batteries  on  operations  as  well  as 
in  baso  camps . 

(2)  MAINTENANCE,  CARS  AND  REPAIR  OF  EO,UIPiiJNTs 

a.  Availability  of  critical  repair  parts  for  the  HI  07' s 
and  M  10’s  greatly  improved  during  this  reporting  period,  however  a  5-7 
uay  down  time  for  parts  has  been  common  and  is  considorod  inadequate. 

Support  maintenance  units  stock  many  of  these  critical  items,  thereby 
reducing  maintenance  down  time  for  those  weapons. 

b.  During  the  first  week  of  July  1966  a  new  serviceability 
criteria  for  1 75nua  gun  breech  assemblies  was  announced.  . This- criteria 
dondlinod  sevon  of  our  ii107's;  however,  new  assemblies  were  quickly 
received  and  all  guns  wore  functioning  by  13  July  1966. 

c.  This  unit  presently  receives  maintenance  and  repaiy 
parts  support  from  several  units.  Battcrios  "A"  and  "B"  receivo  support 
from  contact  teams  from  the  185th  Ordnance  3attalion.  However,  both  Units 
havo  back  up  maintenance  support  units.  Battery  "3"  receives,  backup  support 
from  a  Forward  Support  Company,  701st  Maintenance  Battalion,  1st  Infantry 
Division  and  Battery  receives  support  from  185-th  Maintenance  BattAlion. 
Bat .lien  minus  receives- maintenance  and  repair  parts  support  • 

from  the  725th  Maintenance  Battalion,  25th  Infantry  Division;  however, 

,  Fare.  j  of  -  Parres 
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tho  1Q5th  Iiaintonanco  Battalion  will  send  contact  teams  to  this  location 
when  requested* 

d.  In  Hay  19 66  a  team  of  Ordnance  Technicians  Automotive 
Command,  Detroit,  Michigan  spent  approximately  throe  days  per  battery 
assisting  then  with  maintenance  problems.  This  visit  provod  to  bo  very- 
beneficial  beoauso  they  expedited  the  receipt  of  many  noeded  critical 
itoms  for  the  MIOT’s  and  MIIO's* 

0.  On  2  Juno  I966  two  new  11110's  wore  issued  to  Battery  "C", 
The  "old"  Ml 10' s  will  become  ordnanco  floats  and  will  be  issued  to  units 
whon  a  major  assembly  would  causo  a  gun  to  be  deadline!  for  an  unusudlly 
long  period.  With  the  increase  of  repair  parts  and  tho  availability  of 
ordnanco  floats,  maintenance  down  time  on  the  Idl 07 1  b  and  Ml  10's  should 
bo  greatly  roducod. 

f.  On  9  Juno  tho  Ml  07  was  roccived  to  replaco  tho  one  that 
exploded  on  3  April*  This  delay  of  more  than  two  months  is  considered 
completely  unsatisfactory! 

g.  i<adntenanco  Down  Time  for  Ml07's  and  KlIO's  during  tho 
reporting  period* 

(1)  175on  Maintenance  Down  Time* 

(a)  Possible  Days:  663 

(b)  Non  available  Days*  99 

(c)  Doadlino  rato:  15/* 

(2)  8"  Howitzor  Maintenance  Down  Tima* 

< 

(a)  Possible  Days:  360 


r 


1  -4IgU3t  1966 

SUBJJCT*  Operational  Report  for  marterly  Rjriod  Ending  31  July  1966, 
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(b)  Non  .available  Days*  32 
,  (0)  Deadline  Rato*  95^ 

(3)  The  following  parts  for  both  weapon  systems 
have  Ofuised  tho  greatest  amount  of  down  time* 

(a)  Loader  Rammer 

(b)  Elevating  Mechanism 

(c)  Lockout  System 

(a)  Fan  Belts 

(e)  Spade  Cylinders 

(f)  Recoil  System 

(g)  Breech  Assemblies  (175™  Gun) 

(h)  P&naoramic  Sights,  Ml  15 

h.  During  the  reporting  peribd  the  Commander  stated  to 
many  visitors  including  the  Commanding  General,  Weapons  Command,  and 
Commanding  General,  1st  Logistical  Command  that  the  Ml 07  system  has  not 
been  responsive  only  because  of  a  lock  of  repair  parts.  This  system  san 
accomplish  its  mission  but  tho  expeditious  resupply  of  repair  parts  has 
been  unsatisfactory! 

3»  ADMINISTRATION  OF  SUPPLY*  The  S-4  continues  to  provide 
administrative  supervision,  3taff  planning  and  supervision  of  supply 
operations  within  the  battalion. 


4.  SUPPLY  OPERATIONS* 

a.  Tho  following  items  of  equipment,  considered  combat 
e8sonwiul*wero  received  during  tho  reporting  period* 
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(l)  New  sorios  radio  sots,  AN/PRC-1 25,  mN/VRC-46 


and  AN/VRC-47. 

(2)  Partial  issue  of  Radio  Sot,  Control  Groups, 
LN/GRZl-39*  (iinthorizod  22  eaoh  and  rcooivod  15)« 

(3)  Truck,  2jk  ton,  V35L2*  (Rooeivod  2  and  2  are  due 
out#  These  are  replacements  for  those  previously  turned  in  as  unservice¬ 
able)# 

(4)  *uitenna  Group,  AN/CRC-50. 

(5)  Gun,  175mn,  Ml 07  (Replacement  for  item  damaged 

by  explosion) • 


maintonanoe). 


(6)  Howitzer,  8",  l'H  10,  2oa  (Replaced  by  support 


b.  The  following  items  of  equipment,  considered  combat 
essontial,  were  not  recoivod  during  tho  reporting  periods 

(1)  Panoramic  Telescope,  M115« 

(2)  Radio  Set,  Control  Group,  i»N/GRA^39. 

(3)  Truck,  Wrecker,  5  ton,  M543» 

(4)  Tank,  Truck,  Fuel  Servicing,  ton. 

(5)  Truck,  Cargo,  5  ton,  M54L2  (one  replacement  for 
unserviceable  vehicle). 

(6)  Truck,  Cargo,  2%  1^%2  (two  replacements  far 
unserviceable  vehicles)# 

(7)  Installation  Unit,  AN/VRC-46,  for  rocovory 

(8)  Intorcom  Set,  AN/uiC,  for  recovery  vohiclo,  HB8* 

;  A  ! 
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5.  AM-iUNITION 

a*  Ammunition  for  Batteries  "A"  and  "B"  is  drawn  from 
Long  Binh  ASP  and  is  delivered  by  road  to  the  batteries,  Ammunition  for 
Battery  "C"  is" drawn  from  tho  Long  Binh  ASP  and  25th  Infantry  Division  aSP. 
Pick  up  and  delivery  is  made  by  organic  transportation, 
b.  Problems  Areas  1 

(a)  K107's  and  HI  10's  have  boon  unnecesoarily  cLead- 
lined  because  of  tho  nonavailability  of  repair  and  replacement  parts. 

(b)  Haintenance  and  upkeop  of  genera* or3  continue 

to  be  major  problems  that  can  tost  be  solved  by  command  emphasis. 

**«-*•••  • 

f.  Aviation 

(l)  Hiring  this  period,  tho  battalion  had  three  aircraft 
assigned,  two  01 -D  observation  aircraft  and  one  0H-13S  observation- - 
helicopter.  Plying  times  for  the  aircraft  were  as  follows: 


TYPE  AIRCRAFT 

Mi.Y 

JUNE 

JULY 

& 

tail  number 

01 D  57-2925 

89 

59 

71 

01 D  57-2963 

75 

59 

76 

0H-13S  64-15596 

62 

62 

0(Down  for 

repair  parts) 


(2)  During  Hay  and  Jurw  the  O-n  type  aircraft  were 
used  extensively  for  surveillance  and  artillery  adjustment.  During 
July,  the  0-1  aircraft  performed  additional  administrative  flights 
because  the  OH-1  3s  helicopter  was  EDP  in  field  maintenance  (605th  DSU) 
from  the  first  of  July  to  tho  ond  of  the  reporting  period. 
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(3)  Field  maintenance  down  time  for  period  is  broken  down 


as  follows* 


TYPE  AIRCRAFT 
L 

TAIL  NUMBER 
01 D  57-2925 
01 9  57-2963 
OH-1 3S  64-15393 


FIELD  MAINTENANCE  DOWN  TIME 

175  hrs* 

122  hrs* 

744  hrs** 


*  Repair  of  bullet  damage  to  the  0-1  aircraft,  technical  inspections 
and  shoot  metal  work  following  periodic  inspections  accounted  for  the 
majority  of  maintenance  down  time. 

**  Non-availability  of  repair  parts  kept  the  helicopter  from  being 
flyable  during  the  month  of  July, 
g.  Civie  Action* 

(1 )  The  battalion  supported  ILSD  Clip  II  Programs  conducted 
in  the  Han  Nghia  Province  throughout  the  reporting  period.  The  Battalion 

Surgeon  in  ooncert  with  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Artillery" Surgeon, 
oonduoted  weekly  sick  calls  for  the  local  populace.  Average  patient 
load  was  80  per  sick  call. 

(2)  Personnel  from  Headquarters  and  "C"  Batteries,  continued 
the  program  of  construction  at  the  Bao  Ha  School,  Kau  Nghia  Province. 
Personnel  constructed  fences  ani  gates  around  the  school  as  part  of  the 
project  of  getting  the  school  ready  for  the  new  school  session.  In 
addition  swings,  slides  and  teeter  totters  have  been  constructed  and 

are  being  positioned  at  the  school. 

(3)  Personnel  from  the  battalion  contributed  soap  and 
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candy  to  villagos  in  Hen  Nghia  Provinco  as  part  of  tho  25th  Infantry 

Division  Independence  Day  Activities.  Over  $200.00  was  collected  and 

presented  to  tho  25th  Infantry  Division  Chaplain  to  purchase  those  itona# 

Classes  and  training  aids  are  now  being  prcpo.rod  to  instruct  tho  local 

villagers  on.  personal  hygiene  using  Battalion  Interpreters. 

(4)  The  battalion  presented  four  sowing  machines,  rocoivod 

from  the  United  States,  to  tho  Tan  Ah'HOi  Grammar  School  -for-the  use  6f  the 

local  villagers.  Tho  gift  also  included  nachino  attachments.  Sowing 

classes  will  bo  given  to  insure  tho  villagers  obtain  the  maximum  benefit 

\ 

from  the  machines. 


(5)  In  support  of  tho  "War  on  Inflation",  within  the 
Republic  of  Vietnam,  personnel  in  Xuan  Loc  avoid  buying  items  off  tho 
local  economy.  Thoso  items  that  arc  necessary  are  purchased  only  at  a 
price  detormined  to  be  noninflationary  by  the  local  Vietnamese  Loaders 
and  Advisors  to  10th  .»RVi:  Division. 

(6)  Tho  battalion  contributed  100$  to  a  fond  to  establish 

1 

the  Dong  Kai  Orphanage. 


SECTION  2 

1.  (C)  Section  2,  Part  I,  Observation  (Lessons  Learned). 

a.  Personnel »  None. 

b.  Operations 

(l)  Movement  of  ammunition  During  tho  Rainy  Season, 
(a)  Ite^.:  Movement  of  ammunition* 
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(b)  Discussion:  While  participating  in  Operation 
"BUttilRGHuM!',  batteries  had  difficulty  moving  ammunition  with  5  ton 
who o led  vehicles*  Artillery  bases  were  frequently  established  in  rioe 
paddios  and  the  wheeled  vehicles  wore  often  stuck  when  leaving  tho 
primary  road  network, 

(o)  Observations  -ununition,  during  tho  rainy  season, 
should  bo  hauled  by  EPC's,  towing  trailers,  rather  than  wheeled  vehicles* 

(2)  Correct  Selection  of  Targets, 

(a)  Item  Priority  of  Targets, 

(b)  Discussion:  On  a  recent  operation,  a  battery  firo 
direction  contor  gavo  a  ceaao  firo  on  a  will  adjust  mission  to  engage 
a  live  target.  Having  plotted  the  coordinates  for  tho  target,  it  was 
determined  that  it  was  out  of  range, 

(o)  Observation:  Tho  loss  on  relearned  was  to  plot  tho  fire 
capability  upon  occupation  of  position. 

(3)  Nood  for  continued  training  on  subjects  peculiar  to  Guerilla 

Warfaro, 

(a)  Itoni  Continued  training  is  necessary  oji  subjocts 
peouliar  to  Guerilla  Warfaro  and  not  practiced  each  day, 

(b)  Discussion:  Subjects  such  as  active  and  passivo  defense 
moasuros,  convoy  control  and  discipline,  escape  and  evasion  aro  of  part¬ 
icular  inportanco.  Vhon  tho  guerilla  strikes  it  is  usually  a  well  planned 
action,  thus  friendly  rosponsos  must  be  immediate  and  effective  and 

1 
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roquiros  continuod  emphasis, 

(0)  Observations  Control  of  subject  material  for  train¬ 
ing  will  vary  according  to  tho  locality  and  must  bo  retained  at  unit 
lovol. 


d.  Intelligences  Rone, 

0.  Logistios*  None, 
f.  Others  None. 

2.  (C)-Seotion  2,  Part  H,  Recommendations. 

a.  A  Target  .analysis  Center  bo  formed  to  analyze  intelligence 
information  from  all  sources.  Lata  gathered,  if  disseminated  rapidly, 
oould  be  effectively  utilized  for  the  tinoly  programming  of  artillery 
fires. 


b.  Two  additional  10  W  generators  be  issued  expeditiously, 

c.  That  HOI  helicopters  bo  made  available  at  least  twice  weekly  for 
a  four  hour  period  to  fulfill  the  many  requirements  for  movement  of 
supplies,  repair  parts  and  to  include  replacements,  promotion  boards, 
briefing  teams,  etc. 

d.  PLL  for  the  KlOT’s  and  IDlO'-  Houle.  be  authorized  at  both 
battalion  and  battery  lovcl. 

'  e.  Since  the  majority  of  the  battalion's  fire  missions  are  H  &  I 
to  take  advantage  of  the  175rrm  weapons  range,  it  is  recommended  to  in¬ 
crease  the  H  Sc  I  fires  during  daylight  hours  in  areas  whore  troops  are 
operating  so  a a  to  discourage  movement  on  trails  and  roads  and  also 


discourage  the  VC  from  planting  and  harvesting  crops.  By  so  doing, 
the  denial  of  areas  to  VC  outside  the  TAOR's  should  be  enhanced. 
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HEADQUARTERS,  230  ARTIEESiiY  GROUP,  A?0  96239,  US  Forces,  13  August  1966 
TO*  Commanding  Conoral,  II  Fie]/  Force  Viotnaa  Artillery,  APO  US  Forces  96227 

1.  (U)  Tho  quartor3y  roport  submitted  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  32nd  Artillery 
is  adoquato. 

2.  (U)  Hof  Section  2,  part  II,  para  2a.  Rapid  collection,  analysis, 
and  dess  lrd.  nation  of  intelligence  is  a  necessity  in  center  insurgoncy  war- 
faro.  Rofinonents  of  existing  procedures  utilising  pro  sent  rc3curcos  should 
decrease  response  tine  frem  target  dotoction  to  t argot  ongagemont. 

3.  (U)  Kef  Socticn  2,  part  II,  para  2b.  Concur,  ^hilo  the  Group  has 

received  additional  go  no  racers,  thoro  is  still  a  shortago  of  10  KW  generators. 

4.  (U)  Rof  Soction  2,  part  II,  para  2c.  A  ilU-lD  helicopter  is  already 

boing  requested  for  tho  Group  and,  if  approved,  will  bo  cade  availablo  to 

subordinate  uiiits  on  nn  as  needed  and  equitable  basis . 

5.  (U)  Rof  Section  2,  pa-t  4*I,  para  2d.  AR  735-35  Section  VI  para  6-3 
allows  tho  PEL  to  bo  located  at  the  battery  level.  It  is  not  felt  that  tho 
PUj  need  be  located  at  both  lovols.  This  Ibndquarlor3  will  review  tho  I'LL 
status  of  this  unit  in  tho  near  future. 

6.  (U)  Ref  Section  2,  part  II,  para  2o.  II  and  I  scheduling  should  bo  on 
a  24  hour  basi3  and  in  accordance  with  MS  tactical  situation.  If  intelliror.ee 
rovouls  incroaood  movement  of  VC  in  the  daytime  then  II  and  I*s  scheduling  should 
bo  adjusted  accordingly. 

7.  (U)  This  pago  regraded  URCLbSSIFIED  when  oopnrated  from  basic  document. 
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